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“Inmy experience, children are smart and their natural instincts are
usually good,” says Karen Smillie, Director of the Center’s Child
Safety Awareness Program (CSA). “But so often, we as a society

question that innate ability and we establish a certain way of thinking — that
adults are always right and children seldom are. Children learn to doubt them-
selves and their ability to trust their own feelings. ”

Smillie says the goal of the Child Safety Awareness Program is to help 
children gain confidence and become their own decision-makers, so that they
make good choices when they’re faced with dangerous situations. 

The program offers an age appropriate and culturally diverse curriculum teaching
personal safety for children (ages 5-11) through four half-hour classroom meet-
ings. The first half-hour class deals with general safety issues, covering traffic
rules, as well as fire and gun safety. 

Smillie says one of the most important tools
that she uses in her trainings is role plays to
develop the child’s critical thinking and
assertiveness techniques within the context of a
disturbing or dangerous situation. One scenario
may have a student confront a “bully” in his
class. Another situation will involve a stranger
who tries to get a child into a car, or practicing
to tell a trusted grownup that someone has
acted inappropriately.

Students learn to tell the difference between a
secret and a surprise. They practice “standing tall” and looking directly in some-
one’s eyes as they speak firmly. Every child participates in a role play and
receives positive feedback. They each create their own personal “Webs of Trust”
listing significant adults they can ask for help. These concepts lay the ground-
work for more complicated and sensitive topics, such as sexual and physical
abuse and abduction. 

“We believe that one of the most effective tools against abuse is knowledge,”
says Karen Smillie. “Our program is aimed at giving children the information,
self-confidence and assertiveness skills they need to recognize danger and deter
adults who prey on vulnerable children.”

Formerly known as Safety Whys, CSA was adapted in 1998 by former Center
staffer Rhonda Hontalas from a pilot course that was developed and distributed
nationally by the Committee for Children. The program falls under the auspices
of the Child Abuse Council, one of the two major divisions of the San Francisco
Child Abuse Prevention Center. The Council’s mission is to coordinate a system
for responding to child abuse by consistently lobbying for new prevention laws,

raising public awareness, and training professionals on how to detect and report
child abuse in conjunction with the current state mandated reporting laws.

In these especially troubling times, this year the Center is working hard to
“broaden the safety net for San Francisco children” by coordinating the efforts of
the Child Abuse Council’s mandated reporter trainings for adults with the chil-
dren’s program. Over the summer, the Council worked in concert with local
police to educate employees of San Francisco’s Recreation and Park Department
about identifying vulnerable children, while Smillie gave CSA presentations to
children enrolled in their Latchkey programs. She also completed trainings at six
Boys and Girls Clubs throughout the community. Last year, Smillie brought the
program to 138 classes in 26 schools — reaching over 2,500 students. And
beginning this fall, the Council is offering mandated reporter trainings for the 
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When an afternoon fundraiser is delayed until a police escort can
deliver the guest emcee, you know this is not going to be your
ordinary fundraiser. See page 6 for the story!

ABC 7 TV news anchor Cheryl Jennings and SFPD Commander Jim Dudley

Not Your
Ordinary
Fundraiser

Ms. Smillie reviews safety rules with an eager group of students at 
R.L. Stevenson Elementary School.

Center’s Safety Program Scores High with School Kids

…continues on page 7



Tightening Our Belts, 
Strengthening Our Commitment

This month, sadly, we say good-bye to Executive Director Virginia Van Zandt.  The
Center Board and staff are grateful for Virginia’s dedication to the Center and that
she has been a part of our community.  She assumed her new role in August of

2001 – when the dotcoms were thriving and 9/11 had not yet become a part of our real-
ity. Just a few short weeks after her arrival, our world changed forever.

The Center has been fortunate to have Virginia at the helm over the past two years
as we, like all nonprofits nationwide, have faced many challenges. As Executive
Director, Virginia has overseen fundraising, introducing over a dozen new funding
sources to the Center and inaugurating our first, and very successful, Major Gifts
campaign in 2002.  She has also guided the past two End of Year and Summer Mail
Appeal campaigns and helped produce our 6th annual luncheon, the most success-
ful one ever! 

Virginia helped create a comprehensive new personnel manual and ushered us into
the 21st century, technologically speaking.  The Center is now nearly fully wired with
staff computers and Internet access for families. And we are firmly established on the
Web with two sites: www.sfcapc.org and www.talklineforparents.org.  Virginia has
worked tirelessly throughout her tenure here.  We offer our thanks, and best wishes.  

The Executive Committee is pleased to announce that Susan Reider has agreed to
become the new interim Executive Director beginning September 22nd.  Susan is
Director of the Center’s Economic Self-Sufficiency Program and a staff member since
1993.  Kathy Baxter will support Susan as our new Development Manager while con-
tinuing to head the Child Abuse Council. 

Given the current economic realities, all nonprofits are facing difficult financial situa-
tions, and the Center has not escaped the inevitable fallout resulting from this climate.
Facing these challenges the Board and senior staff have been working to develop solid
cost-cutting measures, most notably the reduction of some staff hours and the elimi-
nation of several program supply budgets.  In an unprecedented act of loyalty and per-
sonal sacrifice, the entire staff agreed to take one week of unpaid leave during the
month of August, saving the Center more than $25,000 in salaries and operating costs.

The Board’s primary focus for the last quarter of the year will be on fundraising. Tim
Murray, a Board member and executive with Pacific Union Reality will chair our 2nd
Major Gifts campaign. With a strong Major Gifts drive and our 6th annual End of the
Year fundraising campaign we hope to raise over $200,000.

Our staff are remarkably talented and dedicated professionals who care deeply about
the families we serve; they fulfill the mission of this organization on a daily basis. In
support of them and the Center families, the Board is committed to ending child
abuse by continuing to raise the funds needed to maintain a strong and vital com-
munity at 1757 Waller Street.

Our thanks again to a remarkably dedicated staff and a final good-bye and thank you
to Virginia for serving the Center and our families these past two years.

Sue Wollack, President
San Francisco Child Abuse Prevention Center
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The President’s Message
Dear Friends,
The Center is an amazing place — one where kindness and caring
overflow and where parents and families in need can find under-
standing, comfort and help in managing their difficult and demand-
ing lives. It has truly been an honor to serve as Executive Director
for the past two years.

I have enjoyed leading a staff whose talent, creativity and skill are
unparalleled, and whose dedication to the families served by the
Center is extraordinary. Our staff members go far above and beyond
the call of duty as they work together to find ways to solve problems
and make their clients’ lives more manageable. And they do it all
with grace, humor and intelligence. 

It has been a pleasure to work with the immensely energetic and com-
mitted Board of Directors. The Board’s commitment to the Center is
an inspiration — their tireless efforts as volunteers provide for the
overall management and fiscal strength of the organization and they
assume the many challenges of those responsibilities with spirit and
kindness. I would like to particularly thank Board President Sue
Wollack and the rest of the hard-working Executive Committee for
their support and friendship. Together we have enjoyed many tri-
umphs and weathered difficult times. 

For personal reasons I have decided to resign as Executive Director.
I plan to remain supportive of the Center and hope to see you at
events and activities in the future. This has been a remarkable
chapter in my life and I thank all those who have been part of it.

With warmest wishes,

Virginia Van Zandt, Executive Director

A Warm Welcome!
New Staff

Annora Cavolulas • Annie Liu • Ewa Skoczylas

Goodbye To:
Deirdre Estey • Laura Lee • Rebecca Leonard • Yvonne Madera-Jaffe

Thomas Stern • Virginia Van Zandt 
Marcia Romero

A Great Way to Donate to SFCAPC
Register on-line at www.escrip.com

Merchants or credit card companies will make contributions
to SFCAPC when you give our group ID# 6095838.

Participating merchants include: American Airlines, Chevron,
Safeway, VISA, MasterCard, Andronico’s Markets, Draeger’s,

Big 5 Sporting Goods, Mollie Stone’s, The Sharper Image, 
to name just a few!

E-MAIL POWER!
In an effort to save money, time and trees, we are 
working towards “paper-less”publications and mailings.
Please help us. Send your e-mail address to:
info@sfcapc.org. We promise to keep this information
to ourselves. We do not share mailing lists with any 
businesses or organizations.



Anew slate of officers was elected at the Child Abuse
Prevention Society Board meeting on May 21st. Susan Kirk,
who has so ably directed the organization for the past three

years, assumes the title of Chair, replacing Frank Caufield who has
completed his term.

We are indebted to Frank for his enduring commitment and many
contributions to CAPS and we are extremely pleased that he will
continue to be a vital part of the organization as a member of the
CAPS Advisory Committee.

Susan, Jo-Ann, Judi and Michael have many years of experience
with CAPS and have been responsible for many of the organiza-
tion’s fundraisers and programs over the years. While Bill is a newer
member, he has made significant contributions to CAPS, and his real
estate and architectural expertise have proved invaluable in his role
as Co-Chair of the CAPS/SFCAPC Facilities Committee.

At the same meeting CAPS welcomed four new directors: Natalie
Delagnes, who will also serve as Assistant Treasurer, Delia Ehrlich,
Jerome Roth and Anne Symon. We look forward to working with all
of you.
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Lennon and McCartney. Orville and
Wilbur. Cagney and Lacey. Each pair a
creative, committed and successful

team. The Board of the San Francisco Child
Abuse Prevention Center is lucky enough to
boast just such a team: Cammie Vail and
Suzy Pak. This pair is responsible for the
great success of our very first annual lunch-
eon “Donation Drawing” which surpassed
everyone’s wildest expectations! Thanks to
the tireless efforts of these two incredible
women, the drawing offered ten spectacular
prize packages prompting a frenzy of ticket
sales that totaled nearly $20,000! (See
Luncheon article, page 6)

In addition to this outstanding contribution,
Cammie and Suzy have donated countless
hours in service to our community and we
feel truly blessed to count them as friends
and colleagues.

Suzy Pak is currently a client services man-
ager at Davis Skaggs Investment Manage-
ment, a division of Citigroup Asset Manage-
ment, managing Smith Barney mutual funds
and private accounts for high net-worth
clients. She became involved with the Center
about 5 years ago when she joined the Junior
League of San Francisco’s (JLSF) committee
of volunteers here. Working in the Center’s
Playroom, she became a mentor for a mother
of a teen-aged son, planned workshops for
parents and kids, and helped plan holiday
events. Two years later, Suzy became the
chair of the Junior League’s committee. In
that role, she had the opportunity to work
with Patsy Jones (former Division Director of
the Center’s TALK Line Family Support
Center) and a wonderful group of women, and
was instrumental in creating new projects
such as the monthly Family Dinners and
Super Saturdays. Suzy has been an active
director of the Board since 2000.

Suzy has been married for six years to her
college sweetheart, Mark Gundacker. They
have a darling 13-month old daughter, Jane
Gundacker. 

“The Center is very important to our family,”
says Suzy. “We have met many of the families
the programs have helped and worked with
most of the staff in some capacity and notice
the loyalty consistent among everyone. We
share that loyalty and plan to support the
Center in whatever capacity we can for many
years.”

When describing her friend Cammie Vail,
Suzy says, “She is a terrific role model —
enthusiastic, full of innovative ideas and a
dream to work with. I was thrilled when she
was appointed to the Board (in July 2002).” 

A past President of the Junior League,
Cammie is currently the Executive Director
for the Palo Alto Community Fund. She and
her husband Tim have been married for 15
years and have a wonderful nine year old son
named Christopher. Cammie first became
involved with the Center when she was the
Community Programs Council Director for
the Junior League of San Francisco. She, too,
was inspired by Patsy Jones and Margaret
Hill (Past SFCAPC Board Member) when she
worked with them. She was involved in set-
ting up volunteer opportunities for the JLSF’s
provisional members. 

“Since my earlier experience there, I have
been a cheerleader of the Center within the
Junior League and have followed their
growth and program offerings,” she says. “I
have always been impressed with the varied
ways the Center supports families and chil-
dren, and believe the work is instrumental
in developing a healthy community. I am
totally committed to helping the Center in
any way I can.”

Thank you Suzy and Cammie
for choosing the Center as the
recipient of your incredible
energy and synergy!

A truly tireless team: Suzy Pak (left) and
Cammie Vail

The Other Dynamic Duo
New Center Board Members

News from CAPS

Kimiko Burton-Cruz, Office of the City Attorney
Rick Forman, Office of the District Attorney

Jennifer Gorovitz, attorney
Tim Murray, Pacific Union Real Estate

Molly Offermann, teacher
Captain Frank O’Malley, SFPD Juvenile Division

We Bid Farewell to Center Board Members:
Victoria Baldocchi• Frank Caufield • Patty Fitzsimmons 

Dr. Dan Kelly • Barbara Kleckner • Patty Jo Rutland 
Capt. Keith Sanford • Gilda Serrano

Best wishes and thank you for your service and dedication.

Susan Kirk, Chair

Jo-Ann Rose, President

Judi Nicolai, Executive Vice President

William Meyer, Vice President

R. Michael Delagnes, Treasurer/Secretary

It’s the people!

CAPS Chair Susan Kirk (left) and President Jo-Ann Rose

e e e e e e e e e e e e e
CAPS PRESENTS:

A SALUTE TO SAN FRANCISCO
(A BENEFIT FOR CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION)

WHEN: October 23, 2003
WHEre: Great American Music Hall

859 O’Farrell Street, San Francisco
(Valet parking available)

TIME: 7:00pm Cocktails
8:00pm Live Auction
9:00pm Dancing to the sounds of
Big Bang Beat

Tickets are $75 per person. 
Sponsorships are available beginning at $250.
For more information call 415-905-4599.

X
X
X
X
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$100, 000 and above
Child Abuse Prevention

Society
Department of Children,

Youth & Their Families
San Francisco Department

of Human Services
State of California

Employment
Development
Department

$50,000 – $99,999
Caufield Family

Foundation
First Five San Francisco:
San Francisco Children &

Families Commission
Mayor’s Office of

Community
Development

Miriam and Peter Haas
Fund

$25,000 – $49,999
Bella Vista Foundation
David B. Gold Foundation
Evelyn & Walter Haas Jr.

Fund
Hart Family Foundation
Hedge Funds Care
Louis R. Lurie Foundation
San Francisco Foundation
Charles & Helen Schwab
The Mary Wohlford

Foundation

$15,000 – $24,999
BEA Foundation
Alexander and June

Maisin Foundation
McCormick Foundation
Microsoft Foundation
Stupski Family Fund

$10,000 – $14,999
Bothin Foundation
Eva Benson Buck

Charitable Trust
Lisa Collins
SF Giants Community

Fund
Ann Hatch
San Francisco Association

of Realtors
Wells Fargo Foundation

$5,000 – $9,999
Lane Auten
Cisco Systems Foundation
City Arts and Lectures
Deutsche Bank
Gap, Inc.
Lisa and Douglas

Goldman Fund

Household International
Losi Family Foundation
The MacDonnell

Foundation
Elaine McKeon
Nordstrom
Mirant California
Margaret Pak
Suzy N. Pak and Mark

Gundacker
The Roberts Foundation
Steven Scarpa
Patty and Roy Shimek
Ellen & Ted

Soulis/Federal
Financial Mortgage

The Morris Stulsaft
Foundation

$2,500 – $4,999
Barbara and Gerson Bakar
C. B. Richard Ellis
Joan K. Coyne
First Republic Bank
Randi and Bob Fisher
Dr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Hays
University of San

Francisco Marketing
Class

Eileen and Peter Michael
Morrison and Foerster
Nightingale Fund
Old Republic Title

Company
Sara S. O’Malley
Pacific Union Real Estate

Community Fund
Michelle Mira Pak
Providian Financial 
Candy Ruffolo
Julie and Gary Shemano
Tilia Corporation
T.B. Walker Foundation
Van Loben Sels Rembe

Rock Foundation
Helen and Glen Young

$1,000 – $2,499
Bonneville International

Corporation
Brandeis-Hillel Day School
CIBC World Markets
Susie and Kevin Coyne
Thomas Coyne
Peggy and Millard Drexler
Fireman’s Fund
Doris and Don Fisher
Folger Levin Kahn, LLP
Galinson Family

Foundation
Connie and Ernest Goggio
Marcia and John Goldman
Hans Gronowski
Herth Real Estate
The Hoenigman Family

Harold Kahn
Susan and Jim Kirk
Steven and Michele Kirsch

Foundation
Ellen Klutznick
Mary Vaughan Lester
McGuire Real Estate
Pamela and Stephen

Mittel
Susan Mohun and Mark

Sherman
Gordon and Betty Moore

Foundation
Nancy Oliveira
Bob Oyster
Terri Phillips
Barbara and Richard

Rosenberg
Nancy Rothman
SF Chronicle Marathon
Yvonne and Angelo

Sangiacomo
Carol A. Saxton
Barbara Scavullo
Alice and Bill Russell

Shapiro
Henry Sinton
H. Marcia Smolens
Anita Yu and Steve Westly
Bernard E. and Alba Witkin

Foundation
Zephyr Real Estate
Charlotte and Arthur Zitrin

Foundation

$500 – $999
Jeanne and William

Barulich
Jerry Bellen
Gayle and Michael Blum
John Bourscheid
Cheng, Stephen
William K. Coblentz
Melanie Coleman
Martha Conte 
Paul Costigan
Molly and Brett Dick 
William Drypolcher
Marsha and Stanton Glantz
Jeffrey Green
Barbara and Kurt Gronowski
Leni Herst
Adrienne Hirt
Jo-Ann Rose
Tom Saberi
Dawn Sagorski
Bill and Holly Shepard 
Roselyne Swig 
Cammie Vail
Amy Wender
Karen and Michael Willcox
Tom Zelenka

$100 – $499
Annie Abeyta
Ronald Adler
Mike Ainslie
Patricia Ashley
Gwynne Axelrod
Patty Axelrod
Alisa Baker
Mary Baker 
Michael Bala
Victoria Baldocchi
Kathryn E. Barrett
Leonard Beerman
Courtney Ann Behm
Roy Behr
James Bell
Gerry Belling
Cheryl Bibelheimer
Joe Bilman
Robert D. Bingham
Jeffrey L. Bleich
Judith Bley
Nancy Blum
Alexandra Bowes
Joan Boyd
Nicholas Bracco
LuAnne Bradley
Robin Brasso
Julia Bromley
Gibbs Brown
Ray Brown
The Bruner Family
Arthur Brunwasser
Lynn B. Bunim
Alice Bussiere
Bonita Butler
Lisa Calegari
Joseph Campisi
Linda Cannon
Cindy Carlson
Lucretia Carney
Lisa Madeline Chapman
Ruth Mordokowicz Chavez
Stephen Cheng
Derek Chin
Elizabeth Clark
Pamela Coates
Suzanne Colvin
Mary Costello
Terri-Lyn Costello
Kate and Michael Coyne
Margaret J. Coyne
Al Crowell
Andrew Cummings
Vergilia Dakin
Deborah and Tom Davis
Don Davis
Ruth Debs
Cyndy Doherty
James Dudley
Sara Duryea
David Egan
Delia F. Ehrlich

As we undertake the 2003 Major Gifts
campaign, we would like to again thank

these generous individuals who made
major gifts in 2002:

$25,000

Mrs. John N. Rosekrans, Jr.
Helen and Charles Schwab
Catherine and Ned Topham

Sue and Richard Wollack

$20,000

Sarah and Bill Brown

$12,500

Ann Hatch

$7,000

Susannah and Carl Bettag

$5,000

Frances and John Bowes
Ann and Ray Brown

Lorraine and Noah Cohen
Richard Cohen

Gloria and Lewis Duckor
Ann and Gordon Getty

Winn Ellis and David Mahoney
Lisa and John Pritzker

Evie Talmus and Richard Schlackman
Patty and Roy Shimek

Thank You to Our Contributors from June 2003 to September 2003

$15,000
San Francisco Assn. of

Realtors
Patty and Roy Shimek

$10,000
Catherine and Ned Topham

Sue and Richard Wollack

$7,500
Sarah and Bill Brown

Gap, Inc.
Mirant California 

$5,000
Ann Hatch

The MacDonnell Foundation
Nordstrom

The Roberts Foundation
Steven Scarpa

Wells Fargo Foundation

$2,500
CB Richard Ellis

Champion Ventures
First Republic Bank

Joan K. Coyne
Randi and Bob Fisher

Dr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Hays
Old Republic Title Company

Pacific Union Real Estate
Community Fund

Providian Financial
Julie and Gary Shemano

$1,750
Susannah and Carl Bettag
Frances and John Bowes

Ann and Ray Brown
Lorraine and Noah Cohen

Richard Cohen
Gloria and Lewis Duckor

Winn Ellis and David
Mahoney

Fireman’s Fund
Folger Levin Kahn, LLP

John and Marcia Goldman
Connie Goggio

Herth Real Estate
Harold Kahn

Susan and Jim Kirk
Ellen Klutznick 

McGuire Real Estate
Susan Mohun and Mark

Sherman
Nancy Oliveira

Suzy Pak and Mark
Gundacker

Lisa and John Pritzker
Nancy Rothman

Yvonne and Angelo
Sangiacomo

Barbara Scavullo
H. Marcia Smolens

Evie Talmus and Richard
Schlackman

Union Square Merchants
Association

Anita Yu and Steve Westly
Zephyr Real Estate

We sincerely thank our 
Luncheon 2003 Sponsors



Elyssa J. Emerick
Kristina Eng
Jacqueline L. Erdman
Phillip S. Estes
Courtney Eversole
Mike Farrell
Katherine Feinstein
Michael Filice 
Harold A. Fischer
Heike Fischer
Patricia Fitzsimmons
Stacey Fleece
Ellen Forman
Helene T. Frakes
Lycia Fried
Sanford Garfinkel
James Gavin
Avraham Giannini
Malin Giddings
Sydney Goldstein
Jackie Gordon
Jennifer Gorovitz
Harold C. Graboske
E. W. Griffith
Verle and Moses

Grossman
Kathleen M. Guerin
Marsha and Ralph

Guggenheim
David J. Guggenhime
Rinaldo Guinasso
Katherine  Gyorfi
Peter Hable
Kelly Halper
Kelly Mitchell Hampton 
Carolyn Hansen
Julie Hansson
Kamala D Harris
Edward Harrison
Mary Pat Hawkins
Storey Hayden
Miranda Heller
Linda Hennessee
Maria G Hernandez
Aundre Herron
Karen Clare Hicks
Elaine Hilp 
Susan Hirsch
William P.Hoffman
Lori Horne
Richard Horne
Ashley Howard
HTT Print
Gordon Hughes
Robert Huret
Jim Illig and Larry Dotz
Eric Jensen 
Patsy Jones
Judy Jorgensen 
Vicki Kahn 

John and Catharine Kalin
Judi Kanter
Lisa Katz

Dan Kelly
Kathleen Kelly
Raymond Kelly 
Irene Kho
Mardi Kildebeck
Al Kirschbaum
Robert Klausner 
Barbara Kleckner
Ron Klepfer
Stephen Koch
Susan Kolb
Barry Krantz
John Kryzanowski 
Irene Kudarauskas
Michael I.Kulick 
Sally Lilienthal
Tom La Tour
Albert R LaTour 
Terry Leahy 
Ira Leesfield
Nancy Lenvin 
Myla Lerner
Sally Lilienthal 
Joyce Linker
Josephine S. Loo
David Lubensky 
Mark Lui
Kathleen Mahoney
Melanie Maier
Jill and Rich Maisto 
Susan and Philip

Marineau 
Bradley Mart
Paul Martin 
Dianne Maxon 
Margaret McArthur 
Bob McCaskill 
Patrice E. McElroy
A. Kirk McKenzie 
Carrie Meadow 
William T.Meyer 
Carol A. Miller
Marilyn Mindel
Sam Mogannam 
Kathryn Moir
Anita Moran
Maura Morey
Alexandra Morgan
Alexandra Moses 
Maria Napoli
Bonnie Nelson
Jacqueline Neuwirth
Barbara Newsom 
Judi Nicolai 
Rebecca Niven-Smith
Molly Offerman
Ann Ogilvie 
Margie Omero
Deanna Orr
Kimberly Ostroman
Patty Oxman
Margaret Pak 
Song Pak 

Julia Parish
George Paul
Kathy Paver 
Bonnie Pearlman 
Laurence Kenelm Pelosi 
Camille Perona 
Elaine Petrocelli
Kay Pitman 
Alex Podell
Leslie Podell
Donald Powell
Jurate Elena Raulinaitis
Michelle M. Raymond 
Linda Reiff and Richard

Ward
Judith Renard
Tamar Resnick
Janet M. Rianda 
Kathleen Richards 
Beverly Ripps
Maggie Roberts 
Denise Robeson 
Stephen Rohde 
David Rothenberg
Patty Jo Rutland 
Dena Saliman 
Matt Schiefferly
Sandra Wilder Schnitzer 
Lynn M. Sedway 
Lynne Newhouse Segal
Cynthia Silverstein
Susan Simon
Diane Sine
Beverly and Peter Sinton 
Andy Spahn 
Joelle Spitzer Steefel 
Ruth Stein 
Karen Strickland 
Daniel Stubbs
Diane Suffridge 
Kathy Noordeh Talebi 
Edgar P. Talmus
Evie Talmus
Laura Talmus
Howard K. Teng
Kay and Jack Theimer 
Norman Traeger 
Elise Trumbull
Renee Tucei
Cristina Van Dyck
Virginia Van Zandt
Larry Varellas 
Kathryn Venezia, 
Sari Wade 
Phyllis Wagner 
Phyllis Wallack 
Janet Warren
Barry Weber
Karen J. Weinberger
Marc Weissman
Judith R. Wessing 
Michel Willey
Christopher Wilson 

Ellen Wolfe 
Nanette Wollack
Alexis Woods 
Anita Wornick
Jane Yen
Blaise Zerega 
Marlene Zobayan

$1 – $99
Kellie Johnson Abreu
Kylee P. Acidera
Wayne Anderson
Kevin J. Aoyama 
Patty Axelrod
Hilsa N. Ayonayon
Andrew Barnett
Kathryn Barrett
Robin Bishop
Tammy Braas-Hill
Kirk Bradley
Kimberly Brandon
Laine E. Buckingham
Siobhan Calhoun
Joshlyn Camba
Janet Castaneda
Sharon Chabon
Edward R. Cheney
Mary E. Claugus
Myrna Cohen
J. Donald Cohon
Susan Cole
Jean Colen
Ilse Cordoni
David Cost
Elizabeth Crudo
Bill Daly
Abbe Day-Merchant
Linda Delagnes
Betty Devine
Barry Dill
Jeffrey Dito
John Dowaschinski
Elyssa Emerick
Steven Enos
Dede Estey
Phillip R. Ferrante-

Roseberry
Stacey Fleece
Kathleen Fletcher
Andy Foley
Cynthia Foster
Alan Fox
David J. Friedenberg
John Fruehe
Carlos Fung
Shelley Gallego
Roberta J. Gardner
David G. Gilford
David Ginsborg
Yvonne Goddard

John Goldberg
Richard T. Golinski
Amy Goodman
Rowena Goodman
Dana Leslie Gray
Karla Griffin
Suzanne Griffith
Terese P. Growney
Rosalie Ann Guerrini
Rinaldo Guinasso
Bill Gundacker
Brody Hartman
Aundre Herron
Philip Hilton
Rebecca Ho
Nicole Hollis
Dave Hollister
Allison M. Hopper
Richard Horrigan
Monica Houlihan
Ashley Howard
Caroline Hughes
Eric Jensen
Jimmy James
Danielle Johnson
Tom Jordan
James Jung
Mary C. Kahn
Susannah Keller
Beverly Kern
Jack Kramar
Zandra Krischer
Betrice Krivetsky
Lori Krolik
Martin Kurtovich
Kate Kuykendall
Marybeth La Motte
Warren Lane
Elana Laub
Paula J. Lazar
Lois Lehrman
Eduardo Maggin
Paul Manangan
Scott Marai
Kyri McClellan
Mary Lou McDonnell
Vicki McWilliams
Amy Messinger
Ina Miller
Leslie Miller
Matthew F. Mohan
Paul R. Mohun
Marilyn Moore Boring
Robert Myers
Diana Nelson
Sarah W. O’Brien
Ira Okun
Rose Orlikoff
Michelle Mira Pak
Joanne Parr

George Paul
Celia Price
Alan Quinlan
Jennifer Raike
Mark Reisbaum
Connie Richardson
Christina Rippolone
Edmee Roeloffzen
Angela Rubin
Jerome Rubin
Loren Ruch
Laura Russell-Jones
John Rutledge
Martha Ryan
Ron Saake
Allison Salzer
Jan Sargent
Aviva Scherman
Louise M. Schopke
Wesley Sen
Gilda Serrano
Marlene Siminow
Wendy G. Singley
Angela D. Smailey
Patricia Snyder
Sean Snyder
Gretchen Steinkampf
Craig Straub
Tammy Suliguin
Sue Tam
Elizabeth Tarchi
Frances Tauber
Steven Taylor
Mark Tellini
Ronald Thomas
Mireille Townsend
Reiko Homma True
Alan Unger
Jeremy Verba
Roland Von Metzsch
Anna Vucurevich
Susan D. Waldman
Genanne Walsh
Virginia Wells
Linda West-Kaplan
Carolyn Wiener
Betsy Wilkins
Paul Winans
Joanne Wondolowski
Nancy H. Wong

We apologize for any
omissions or mistakes
in our listings. Please 
contact the Center 
with additions or 
corrections.

Thank You to Our Contributors from June 2003 to September 2003

 



Luncheon 2003: Answering the Call to Action
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It was another sold-out crowd this year at the San
Francisco Child Abuse Prevention Center’s sixth
annual luncheon on April 4, 2003 at the Palace

Hotel. Animated conversation filled the Palace ballroom as
over 500 guests came to support the Center’s work on behalf
of San Francisco children. The event had a particularly festive
air of excitement as blue and yellow balloons floated over the
busy donation drawing tables. Hall of Famer Joe Montana 
created another flurry of activity when he dropped by before
lunch to say hello.

But when the ever poised and dedicated Ms. Cheryl Jennings
took to the stage, the din faded, celebrity-watching ceased,
and those of us in the Palace Ballroom got down to the cru-
cial work of preventing child abuse.

The difference between good intentions and effective solutions is action. So when the crowd
is filled with community leaders taking time out of their day, it matters. Mayor Willie Brown,
Trent Rohrer, Director of the Department of Human Services; Terrence Hallinan, District
Attorney; Susan Leal, Treasurer of San Francisco; Kamala Harris, City Attorney’s Office and
Gisela Hernandez, from Governor Davis’ office were all in attendance. Representatives from
the offices of Congressperson Nancy Pelosi, Carole Migden of the State Board of Equalization,
Assemblyman Mark Leno and Supervisor Gavin Newsom’s offices also attended, underscor-
ing the fact that keeping our children safe is on everyone’s minds.

The program moved smoothly from the opening address by Board President Sue Wollack,
through acknowledgements by Executive Director Virginia Van Zandt. Then things turned
lighthearted: as the audience dined and chatted, lively volunteers circulated throughout the
ballroom selling tickets for the donation drawing. This is the first year the Center offered this
win-win activity, and judging from the caliber of the prizes as well as the robust ticket sales,
you can expect to see it from now on. The former “Miss Nancy” of Romper Room fame (the
animated Ruby Unger) filled in the details of the prizes. Commander Dudley guarded the
overflowing drawing bowl, and by the end of the lunch, the lucky grand prize winner, Mary
Costello, walked away with two round-trip tickets to New York, a four-night stay at the Four
Seasons, dinner at Restaurant Daniel, theatre tickets, and a mini-shopping spree at
Manhattan’s little treasure, the White Tulip accessory store. Local packages included din-
ner at the four-star restaurant Elisabeth Daniel, a lovely bottle from the Rare Wine Company
and a spa day at the Joseph Cozza Salon.

Next, Co-chair Patty Shimek described the annual Blue Ribbon Campaign, focusing on the
importance of education and public awareness. And then… the awards. How does one
describe the recipient of our Partner in Prevention Award, Delancey Street Foundation
founder and president Mimi Halper Silbert? Dedicated, exuberant, electric, fearless, mag-
netic, passionate — you get the picture. Her remarks were nothing short of stirring, and the
audience responded with a standing ovation.

Next, Board member Judge Harold Kahn, head of San Francisco’s Domestic Violence Court,
introduced the recipient of the Child Advocate of the Year Award. Judge Donna Hitchens
was honored for her years of dedication to the children of San Francisco and her long-term
commitment to improving access to the courts for low-income Californians. Judge Hitchens’
moving acceptance speech brought the audience to its feet once again.

Another high point of the afternoon came in the form of a new video, produced by the
Center. The two talented filmmakers, Tom and Rebecca Sylla, put their hearts and souls into
the project, gathering over 60 hours of interviews with parents, children, community lead-
ers, Center staff and volunteers. The Syllas were able to capture the essence of our work in
10 heartfelt minutes, entitled “IMAGINE”. 

Board Vice President Evie Talmus, who co-produced the film, closed Luncheon 2003 with
words of appreciation for those who showed up, donated time, contributed money, rallied oth-
ers — in essence, took action. The fact that we were able to raise $216,000 — a Center
record — is an extraordinary feat in these economic times.

The message to the children and families of the San Francisco is clear: this community cares.

The quiet before the crowd at Palace Ballroom.

Ticket sales were brisk at the Donation Drawing table.

The Luncheon 2003 Committee
(Left to right) Bev Sinton, Gloria Duckor, Suzy Pak, Cammie Vail,
Gayle Blum, Julia Bromley, Virginia Van Zandt, Evie Talmus, Cathy

Kalin, Sue Wollack, Nanette Wollack, Patty Shimek

SAVE THE DATE!
7th Annual Luncheon to benefit 

The San Francisco Child Abuse Prevention Center

Friday, April 2, 2004
11:30 am — 1:30 pm

Palace Hotel, San Francisco

2003 Luncheon Honorees
Dr. Mimi Silbert (left) and
Judge Donna Hitchens.



To Betty Rosenthal (center) and her sisters at Delta Theta Xi who
recently donated $500 worth of Safeway gift certificates to the
Children’s Playroom and Respite. The sorority has also given gener-
ously to the holiday toy program for the past 2 years.

To Brody, David, Jay and Phillipe of Phillipe Becker Design for
donating their time, ideas and services to annual Luncheon.

To the students of Brandeis-Hillel Day School for their generous
donation.

To Professor Bill Hogan and his Marketing Class at USF for desig-
nating the Center for the 5th year in a row as the beneficiary of their
annual Go-Cart Race!

To Montessori Children’s House of the West Coast and Judy Bley
for their donations to the Child Abuse Council’s community trainings.

To Sharon Groenendyk of G.E. Capital Corporation for the lovely
office plants.

To Donna Treadwell who donated a keyboard to the Center.

To Angela Krause of Ray of Light for her generosity and gentle
touch.

To our beloved Laura Lee who left us for law school.
Gone but never forgotten.

Special Thanks to the following Friends for their
efforts on our behalf:

Pete Albers of BEA Foundation 

Mary Gregory of Bella Vista Foundation

Frank M. Jordan of the Giants Community Fund 

Elizabeth Hart Armstrong of the Hart Family Foundation 

Doris Schwartz of Hedge Funds Care

Iris Chan and John Fruehe of Wells Fargo Foundation

Jude Damasco and Mardi Kildebeck of Mary Wohlford Foundation 
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special thanks

teachers and principals at every elemen-
tary school that is registered for the Child
Safety Awareness program.

The program is an unqualified success. It
is the only community-based organization
approved by the San Francisco Unified
School District to present sexual issues in
K-3 classrooms and has reached 14,000
children in the Bay Area since 1998.
Teacher evaluations indicate that 90 per-
cent of the children who received the
training last year clearly demonstrated
their knowledge of safety rules. According
to one first grade teacher, “There was a
great balance in the language. (The chil-
dren) knew the seriousness of the lesson without being scared…. They really learn skills that
can be transferred to real-life situations.”

“CSA helps kids believe in themselves,” Smillie says. “We help them to pay attention to their
feelings and to trust their feelings. We teach them that their body belongs to them; if someone
does something to them that makes them uncomfortable, they can say no and go tell someone
they trust — and to keep telling until someone listens.”

To CAPS for their commitment to the prevention of child
abuse and their ongoing support of the Center.

To TALK Line Volunteers Jeanne Fisher and Gloria
Nellis, Julia Bromley, Margo Miller, Lisa Collins for all

the extra administrative help they are providing the TALK
Line Family Support Center.

Safety Program (Continued from page 1)

Summer in the City at the Center

The Family Alliance hosted a series of wonderful events for families at our Center this
summer, amazing us once again with their unfailing energy and commitment. For the
second year in row, the “Summer in the City” program offered children and their

parents a number of wonderful opportunities to experience San Francisco. In June, family
field trips around the Bay included a tour of the new
Asian Art Museum followed by lunch at a nearby Chinese
restaurant, a creative writing workshop offered at 826
Valencia Street, and tickets to Presidio Pasada, a cele-
bration of Native American History and Traditions. In
July, thirty five parents and children enjoyed a day of
bowling at Presidio Bowl, and a group of nearly 40 peo-
ple took in a movie and lunch together at Oakland’s his-
toric Parkway Theatre. Tickets to see both the San
Francisco Forty-Niners and the Giants, as well as the
Aquarium of the Bay were distributed in August and
September. THANK YOU to the following individuals, busi-
nesses and organizations who have donated food, tickets
and services to both the Summer in the City program and
monthly Family Dinners:

Suzy Pak
AG Ferrari
Aquarium by the Bay
Bryan’s Meats
Cal Shakespeare
Matt Derek
F.I.T. (Fitness In Training)
Fuzio’s Restaurant
Nicky’s Tacos

North Beach Pizza
Parkway Theatre
Rose’s Restaurant
SF Giants/ KGO Radio
Cathy Topham 
826 Valencia
Teresa Volgeneau
Whole Foods 

David Hollister, who is the
husband of Family Alliance
member Rachel Hollister,
clowns around during 
“Celebrate Spring”, a potluck
barbecue for families, staff
and volunteers, sponsored 
by Family Alliance and the
Center’s Parent Advisory
Committee on April 19th.

Child Safety Awareness Program Director
Karen Smillie and Intern Ryan Davenport 
display the Web of Trust used as part of 
elementary school presentations.
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TALK LINE (Telephone Aid in Living with Kids) 441-KIDS
San Francisco’s 24-hour crisis and counseling line helps
parents under stress. As the entry point to services for
over 2,000 high-risk families, TALK Line receives 16,000
calls per year reflecting the damaging effects of emotion-
al abuse, lack of parenting skills, substance abuse, frag-
mented families, relationship violence, and poverty.

CHILDREN’S SERVICES
Children’s Playroom
The Playroom cares for an average of 30 children per
day and is available to all families while on the premises
and using the Center’s services. Early intervention serv-
ices are provided for children up to age five.
Respite Care 
Families in crisis, needing a break, or searching for
housing or employment can obtain short-term therapeu-
tic childcare. Six respite-care slots are made available
per day in a licensed home on an as-needed basis.
Counseling and Therapy Groups 
Group counseling is provided to children of substance-
abusing parents. Individual therapy and psychological
assessment are available for children needing more
intensive intervention.

PARENT AND FAMILY SERVICES
Parent Drop-In Center 
The Drop-In Center offers a supportive, homelike setting
with crisis counseling, resources and referrals, free
phone, refreshments, family activities and a range of
workshops.

Parent Education, Support, and Counseling
Individual and family therapy are available as well 
as workshops focusing on parenting, chemical depend-
ency and employment issues.

Substance Abuse Outreach and Recovery Services 
Parents receive support for entering treatment and are
provided with aftercare services.

Economic Self-Sufficiency Program
Welfare recipients and other unemployed parents are
assisted in their job search. There is a focus on address-
ing financial, emotional and personal barriers to employ-
ment. Employed parents are given counseling and men-
toring to ensure job retention.

PREVENTION TRAININGS
Over 4,000 professionals per year are educated in how
to identify and report suspected child abuse. Trainings
are offered to childcare workers, teachers, law enforce-
ment officers, medical personnel, social workers and
homeless shelter staff.

CHILD SAFETY AWARENESS
The Child Safety Awareness Program offers classroom
trainings for 4,000 elementary school students per year,
encouraging safety awareness and assertiveness training,
including fire and traffic safety, responses to emergency
situations, and how to resist and report sexual and/or
physical abuse.

PUBLIC AWARENESS 
The Council coordinates the annual citywide child abuse
prevention media campaign and distributes 10,000 Blue
Ribbon packets.

ADVOCACY
The Council reviews all national and statewide child
abuse legislation and provides expert testimony, sup-
ports legislation that increases funding for local child
abuse programs, and coordinates monthly meetings of
child abuse prevention committees for San Francisco.

PROGRAMS OF THE SAN FRANCISCO CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION CENTER

DIRECT SERVICES
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